
Silver Alert Webinar



WANDERING AND THE SILVER ALERT



WANDERING?

6 out of 10 people with dementia will wander at some point



WHAT IS THE SILVER ALERT LAW?

 Update Silver Alert program took effect effect July 1, 2021

 Advocacy Priority for Alzheimer’s Tennessee advocates!



SILVER ALERT 

Part 2 



WHY DO PEOPLE WITH DEMENTIA WANDER?

 They get disoriented while driving or walking 

 Cannot problem solve around a detour or road construction

 They are looking for someone or something familiar.

 They are trying to get to a place they used to go, like work or school, or following old routines

 They are going to a previous home

 They are trying to escape a noisy or chaotic environment, with too much stimulation. 

 They may be bored from a lack of stimulation.



WHAT ARE SIGNS THAT MY LOVED ONE MAY WANDER?

 They may pace or appear to be anxious and agitated. 

 They express concern about going somewhere like work, to pick up children from school, or to the store. 

 They search for something believed to be lost

 Excessive interest in doors and windows

 They ask about or look for people who may no longer be living.



WANDERING PREVENTION

 Provide plenty of activity during the day to avoid boredom, and increase tiredness. 

 Walk with them and attempt to redirect them to something else that they are able to do. 

 Disguise doors with curtains, or put “Do Not Enter” or stop signs on doors. 

 Use door chimes or bells on all doors

 Use door knob guards

 Use coded door locks

 Don’t leave them home alone



MAKING THE HOME AND PERSON SAFER

 Install wifi locks on doors

 Install wifi cameras inside and outside

 Install wifi doorbells

 Use GPS devices like Tiles on dog leashes, keys, purses and wallets

 Install locator apps like Life 360 on smart phones

 Complete your Silver Alert Kit



ALZHEIMER’S TENNESSEE SAFETY CATALOG



 https://www.alztennessee.org/help/home-safety-guide

https://www.alztennessee.org/help/home-safety-guide


ALZHEIMER’S TENNESSEE SILVER ALERT  KIT

Kit Contents include:  

 Current photos

 Vehicle information

 A  personal profile form 

 Information about what to do if a loved one goes missing

 A list of emergency phone numbers and contacts

 And much more



SAMPLE CONTENTS
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