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Mandated by Tennessee Law – one per judicial district 

Patterned after Child Protective Investigative Team “CPIT”

Multi-agency and multi-disciplinary team

Meets once a month to review all reported cases of abuse

Prevents cases from falling through the cracks

Connects APS, law enforcement, veterans’ affairs, ombudsmen, 
etc., creating opportunities to solve problems







• ELDERLY ADULT

• VULNERABLE ADULT

• CAREGIVER

• RELATIVE

• NEGLECT

• CONFINEMENT

T.C.A. § 39-15-501 
Definitions

• ABUSE

• PHYSICAL HARM

• AGGRAVATED NEGLECT

AND ABUSE

• SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

• FINANCIAL EXPLOITATION



“ELDERLY ADULT” means a person 

seventy (70) years of age or older

§ 39-15-501 
Definitions



a person 18 or older who 
is unable to fully manage 
their own resources, carry 
out all or a portion of the 
activities of daily living, 

or 

fully protect against 
neglect, exploitation, or 
hazardous or abusive 
situations without help, 
because of an intellectual 
or physical dysfunction.



“CAREGIVER” means a relative or 
person who has a legal duty to 
provide care for an elderly or 

vulnerable adult, whether such duty 
arises by the relative or person's 
claim or conduct, contract, or in 

any other fashion.
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“Relative” 

includes spouse, parent & child (step, grand, 
adoptive, foster) siblings, aunt, uncle, niece, 
nephew:

who resides or has frequent contact with 
an elderly or vulnerable adult, and

knows or should know that they are unable 
to care for themselves or their finances.
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“NEGLECT” means

• The failure of A CAREGIVER to provide the care, supervision, 

or services necessary to maintain the physical health of an 

elderly or vulnerable adult, 

• Including food, water, clothing, medicine, shelter, medical 

services, basic hygiene, or supervision that a reasonable person 

would consider essential for the well-being of an elderly or 
vulnerable adult;

• The failure of A CAREGIVER to make a reasonable effort to 

protect an elderly or vulnerable adult from abuse, sexual 

exploitation, neglect, or financial exploitation by others; or

§ 39-15-501 
Definitions



Neglect, continued:

•Abandonment; or

•Confinement.

•Neglect can be the result of repeated 
conduct or a single incident.

§ 39-15-501 
Definitions



“CONFINEMENT” means 
• the knowing and unreasonable restriction of movement 

of an elderly or vulnerable adult by a caregiver;

• Includes, but is not limited to:

• Placing a person in a locked room;

• Involuntarily separating a person from the person's living area;

• The use of physical restraining devices on a person; or

• The provision of unnecessary or excessive medications to a 
person; 

**Does not include the use of the methods or devices used in a licensed facility 
in a manner that conforms to state and federal standards governing 
confinement and restraint.
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“SEXUAL EXPLOITATION” means an act 
committed upon or in the presence of 
an elderly or vulnerable adult, without 

effective consent, committed for 
sexual arousal or gratification, or to 

disseminate to others by a person who 
knew or should have known the act 

would offend or embarrass a 
reasonable person. 

§ 39-15-501 
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sexual contact; 

exposure of perpetrator’s 
or elderly/ vulnerable 
adult’s genitals; 

exposure to sexual 
acts; 

an intentional act or 
statement to shame, 
degrade, humiliate, or 
otherwise harm the 
personal dignity of an 
elderly or vulnerable 
adult.





“Financial 
Exploitation” 
means:

The use of deception, intimidation, undue influence, force, 
or threat of force to obtain or exert unauthorized control 
over property with the intent to deprive; 

The breach of a fiduciary duty by the person's guardian, 
conservator, or agent under a power of attorney which 
results in an appropriation, sale, or transfer of the elderly or 
vulnerable adult's property; or

The act of obtaining or exercising control over property, 
without receiving the elderly or vulnerable adult's effective 
consent, by a caregiver or accomplice committed with the 
intent to benefit the caregiver or other third party
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ELDERLY

VULNERABLE

§ 39-15-510
Abuse
of an elderly or 
vulnerable adult
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§ 39-15-511
Aggravated Abuse
of an elderly or 
vulnerable adult









ELDERLY

VULNERABLE

§ 39-15-507
Neglect
of an elderly or 
vulnerable adult
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§ 39-15-508
Aggravated Neglect
of an elderly or 
vulnerable adult



FINANCIAL

EXPLOITATION
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• Even with “permission” it may still be 
theftTheft

• Did the suspect enter with the intent to 
commit a felony, theft or assault in the 
home?

Burglary

• Domestic if it is a family member or a 
person who resides with the vulnerable 
adult

Assault

• The impact can be devastating

• Look for evidence that the vulnerable 
adult was targeted

Home 
Improvement 

Fraud
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ebhutchins@tndagc.org

mailto:ebhutchins@tndagc.org
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